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By Scott Bessler

early on were salary increases and teaching load adjustments
consequent to execution of a new faculty rank system .
Contract negotiations between ove
:11 ty
The new four-year contract does not include a salary
Administration and the faculty's union, UPI Local4100,
increase for the current 2002-03 contract year. It does,
have come to a close after an agreement was
. -....- ....-..
however, incorporate a 1.5 percent salary increase
reached on a new four-year faculty contract.
for 2003-04, a 2 percent increase for 2004-05,
The negotiated contract was approved by
and a 3 percent increase for 2005-06.
Additionally, salary increases may be specia union vote of 101-8. "This proves we're
al! on the same page," said Dr. Stuart
fied in the state appropriations. These
Fagan, president of Governors State
increases would be a supplement to the
University.
increases already specified in the contract .
On Apr. 9, the faculty and staff
GSU faculty was not the only union
voted 113-21 in support of authorizing a
that did not receive salary increases this
strike. This vote came after a near 12year. "No public university in Illinois was
month negotiation period. In January,
able to offer salary increases for their faculthe negotiating teams enlisted the assisty," said Fagan. "Governors State faculty
tance of a federal mediator to focus the
and staff work very hard. We tried being as
objectives of the teams.
fair as possible to all involved."
The faculty has been working without a conIn addition to salary increases, the new contract since Aug. 31, when the last contract expired.
tract outlined the framework for a professorial rank
"Ideally, we would have liked [the agreement] to occur earlisystem to be implemented in the fourth year of the contract.
er," said Marsha Katz, lead negotiator for the faculty's union.
Committees from both faculty and administration will
The key issues which plagued the negotiation process from
See Contract, page 5
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It is time again for graduation. To accommodate everyone graduating this year,
Governors State University
will hold two separate ceremonies. The first takes place
Sunday, June 1 at 9:30 a.m.
Involved in this commencement
are the College of Arts and
Sciences, Health Professions,
and the Board of Governors
. Degree Program (BOG).
The second ceremony will
include students from the
Colleges of Business and Public
Administration, and Education.
This second commencement
will also take place on Sunday,
June 1, but will begin at 2:30
p.m. Both ceremonies will be at
the Holiday Inn Select and
Convention Center, 18501 S.
Harlem Ave. The convention
center is located at the corner
of I-80 and Harlem Ave. in
Tmley Park, Illinois. A rece_ption will follow' both events. ,
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to graduate at either of the
commencements will be those
who have completed all degree
requirements. Those graduating were required to have
applied for graduation by May

5.
GSU has announced the
speakers for the two commencement ceremonies.
Graduating student Yolanda
McMillan and guest Jesse
McDonald will speak .at the
9:30 a.m. ceremony. The afternoon commencement features
graduating student Janet
Turek and author John Gray.
McMillan is graduating
from the BOG with a minor in
psychology. She transferred to
the GSU BOG-pr'ogram in the
spring of 1999. She received
the Pringles Scholarship, which
is awarded to students with a
potential to succeed, and supe- ·
rior academic accomplishments.

See Commencement, page 8
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A line of tulips is one sign of Spring's arrival. . ,

MAY 2003

NEWS

PAGE 2

Graduate Council Will One Day Make PhD Programs a Reality
By Kristin Thirion
Whether you're a graduate student planning
the final stages of your academic career or an
undergraduate exploring options for furthering
your education, you've probably noticed the
absence of PhD programs here at GSU. The
development of doctoral programs, as well as the
enhancement of existing master's offerings, is
essential to meeting 21st-century educational
needs.
As Dr. Deborah Holdstein, faculty associate
for Graduate Studies and Research, observes,
many career fields will require PhDs for various
entry-level positions. Earlier this month, the
Graduate Council was formed to ensure that GSU
is prepared to meet the educational challenges of
such a trend.
Though, according to Holdstien, PhD programs are costly and need state approval, it is
becoming imperative that GSU start preparing to
offer them.
"I don't think we have a choice," said
Holdstien.
For example, physical therapy, as a profession,
requires a PhD to be certified in some areas.
Doctoral programs would be added slowly, on a

program by program basis, and some areas of
study would not have an doctoral program
offered.
Before beginning anything, however, Holdstein
says GSU needs some preparation.
"We need to first get our house in order," she
said. "We need to make sure we are offering the
best programs, courses and services we can at our
graduate level."
Recognizing the necessity of graduate program
oversight and coordination, Provost Paul Keys
and the Graduate Studies Steering Committee
conducted an investigation and analysis of GSU's
needs.
The Graduate Council was formed as a result
of this study, as well as findings from the North
Central Association (NCA) re-accreditation
process and strategic planning initiatives.
As Graduate Council chair, Holdstein notes

that several sub-committees will . .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. .
be tasked with addressing specific academic and student concerns. One sub-committee, to
be chaired by Roger Bennett
(COE), will explore doctoral
program options and related
student issues.
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GSU Students Showcase
Research at 9th Annual Conference

Assistant Editor
Victoria Hosey

By Laura Casal

interact together and every summer people
look forward to it."
Each year during the fall, students from
The 9th GSU Student Research
the different colleges are encouraged to
Conference will be held on Engbretson
present an abstract on
Hall on Wednesday, May
any topic and go through
28, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
"It is the only forum to improve with the help
The GSU Student
of a faculty member.
Research Conference proin which the four
Kumar then reads and
vides a forum to highlight
colleges interact
edits or makes suggesresearch accomplishments
together and every
tions on every paper and
at the school, and to
enhance communications
summer people look finally chooses the best to
in the area of research
be presented in the conforward to it."
ference.
among the four colleges.
The presenters have 20
On average, 20 -25
-Dr. Shelly Kumar,
minutes each to lecture
papers are presented each
about their papers and
year and certificates of
conference organizer
then answer questions
merit are awarded to all
from the audience. This
student participants by
experience gives students an opportunity
GSU president Stuart.Fagan.
to present their research work in_front of
Created by U nivers~ Professor Dr.
their peers and professors as well ~
Shelly Kumar nine years ~o, the conferencourages them to pursue scholarly
ence has been gathering more students
research.
over the years and has gained prestige
The conference is the most important
among other schools.
research activity the school has. As a
"It is a professional setting and it allows
result, it plays an important role to
the students to gain experience to attend
bigger conferences," Kumer said. "It is the .e.n!t:m~e th: -~~~
GS!J. Everybody is
o~ forti~~ wbiX~~·f~ur colfeg;s·
welcome to attend and participate.
,

?€

~-- -·-~--

Another, chaired by Beth Cada (CHP), will
address policy and other issues pertaining to grad:
uate studies.
A third, presently chaired by Mary Ellen
Leverence (UL), is concerned with developing
smoother research and application processes for
faculty grants and other forms of outside funding.
In time, Holdstein hopes to add subcommittees to
address additional concerns, such as the promotion of intellectual life at GSU, to include functions such as faculty colloquia, research presentations, and readings of creative work.
Holdstein cites the strong support and invaluable contributions of President Stuart Fagan,
Provost Paul Keys, and other members of GSU's
administration as crucial to the establishment of
the Graduate Council. Undoubtedly, future council developments and accomplishments will
tremendously benefit to the GSU community.
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Help Wanted
GoPernor.J State UniPerJity

&Jjunet inJtruetor!teebnical cooriJiruztor of JbUJent puhlicationJ
Governors State University invites applications for a part-time adjunct instructor/technical
coordinator of student publications beginning July or August 2003 for the 2003-04 academic year.
Qualifications: Earned bachelor and/or master degree in journalism/mass communications,
professional and/or teaching experience required; experience with student publications, and ability
to work within a news media environment.
Responsibilities: Teaching an undergraduate course in journalism each trimester. The coordinator will be involved with assigning and selecting storied, graphics and photos; and copy editing,
laying out pages (pagination), writing headlines and other production needs of a bi-monthly newspaper.
Review of applications hegins immediately and continues until suitable candidate is identified. Send letter of application, curriculum vita, names/address/phone numbers of at least 2 references to Dr. Lorraine A. Sibbet, executive director of Student Life, Governors State University, 1
University Parkway, University Park, Illinois 60466 by June 13, 2003.

•

ted:to Write Colum

GoPernor.J State UniPerJity
EiJitor-in-Cbief of Phoenix
Governors State University invites applications for a student editor-in-chief of the student
newspaper beginning August 2003 for the 2003-04 academic year.
Qualifications: A GSU undergraduate or graduate student with 3.0 cumulative GPA and past
experience as a reporter or editor of a student newspaper or professional publication, and ability to
work within a news media environment. Ability to get along with others is a plus. The editor-inchief will receive a stipend.
Responsibilities: The managing editor-in-chief will run the operation of the Phoenix and will
be in charge of assigning and selecting stories, graphics and photos; and copy editing, laying out
pages (pagination), writing headlines and other production needs of a bi-monthly newspaper. The
editor-in-chief will also be responsible for writing the paper's editorials, coordinating the columnists and contributing to newsgathering and writing. The editor-in-chief will work in conjunction
with the adjunct professor/technical coordinator to ensure the paper is published bi-monthly on a
regular basis each trimester.
Review of applications hegins immediately and continues until suitable candidate is identified. Send letter of application, curriculum vita, names/address/phone numbers of at least 2 references to Dr. Lorraine A. Sibbet, executive director of Student Life, Governors State University, 1
University Parkway, University Park, Illinois 60466 by June 13, 2003.
GoPernor.~

ret'!Jentllv submitted two §&ffiple c~s fot
review. The saD:Iples, about the modem a.ttep,tiop. span p,d
state P~.}pgh .sc;:~li!Pl E·~;instrueiQP• will.B.tlie ~~:~9
run, '11~ 6rst Ct,l\unn is e~cted to aPPear afi&'I.Jt folq' ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.

State Un1Per.Jity

BUJinuJ!A3Perti.Jing Manager
Governors State University invites applications for a student business/advertising manager for
the student newspaper beginning August 2003 for the 2003-04 academic year.
Qualifications: A GSU undergraduate or graduate student with 3.0 cumulative GPA and past
experience with student or professional publications. Ability to communicate and persuade is a
plus. The business/advertising manager will receive a stipend or be paid on commission.
Responsibilities: The business/advertising manager will be responsible for contacting local,
regional and national businesses as well as managing financial aspects of the Phoenix. The person
will be assigned other responsibilities as needed regarding the production of the newspaper.
Review of applications hegins immediately and continues until suitable candidate is identified. Send letter of application, curriculum vita, names/address/phone numbers of at least 2 references to Dr. Lorraine A. Sibbet, executive director of Student Life, Governors State University, 1
University Parkway, University Park, Illinois 60466 by June 13, 2003.

CamhrUJge Management, LtiJ.
Aceounting Clerk WanteiJ
Monee location
Part-time flexible evening hours, $10/hr at 25hrs/wk
Excel and Word a must, Knowledge of Quickbooks helpful
Duties: Posting and depositing receivables, assessing late fees, collection of past due amounts
bank reconciliations and some filing. Assisting others where and when needed.
Contact: Daniel Salgado, 15941 S. Harlem Avenue, PMB 108, T"mley Park, IL 60477
FAX: 708-235-0145

For Sale
Doublewide Mobile Home for
sale in Lynwood. 3 bed - 1.5
bath - stove/fridge washer/dryer - B/0 call 708672-5192.
I 1 ~t ,..} •" '7

Honey For Sale: My bees
didn't need all of it. 1 pound
jar extracted pure honey from
hives 1.5 miles from GSU.
Limited supply, so get it
quick! $3.50 each (cheap).
Paul Blobaum x5142 or
p-blobaum@govst.edu.

v

•

.-

- - ...
......

MAY 2003

NEWS
Once Again, Students
Vote Against Fee Increase
By Carole Schrock
Students voted down
the proposition to raise
mandatory student fees
one dollar each, for a total
of five dollars. However,
the vote was much closer
than a similar vote taken in
the Fall 2002 trimester.
Voting took place on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
May 13 and 14, 2003, from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the
GSU Cafeteria. Poll sitters included Student
Senators/Officers and
Student Life professional
and student staff.
There were 401 votes
cast. In addition, 4 ballots
were taken and not
returned. The number of
eligible student voters is
4,211. Thus, 9.5 percent
of eligible students voted.
One hundred eighty eight
votes were in favor of the
increase, while 213 were
against. This is 46.9 to
53.1 percent, respectively.
Executive Director of

Student Life Dr. Lorraine
Sibbet manned the voting
table for a few hours and
was please to see the
increase in voters.
Though the increase in
voting was modest, from
376 votes in Fall 2002 to
401 votes for this referendum, it is more impressive
because of the lesser
amount of eligible voters
this trimester. The previous vote had 5,300 students eligible to vote.
The referendum held
last fall was for a similar
increase of student fees
and also failed to win student approval, though the
margin was much smaller.
Thirty seven and one half
percent of votes approved
the increase, but 62.5
voted against it. Despite
the Student Referendum's
results, the increase was
ultimately passed by the
GSU Board of Trustees.
Sibbet believes there
were many reasons the
margin was much closer

this time.
"I heard many comments while people were
voting," she said. "Some
of them voted yes because
it was such a small
increase, and others said
that [GSU's fees] were
substantially smaller than
those of schools from
which they had just transferred."
Vote counting was held
in the Student Life
Meeting Room (A1110) on
Thursday, May 15, from 9
- 10 a.m. Student Senator
Pamela Thompson and
Board of Trustees Student
Representative Elizabeth
Vazquez counted the votes.
Sibbet, who is also adviser
to the Student Senate, was
present as the administrative liaison.
The results of the
Student Referendum will
be presented to the Board
of Trustees on June 20. A
decision whether or not to
raise the fees will be made
by the board.

PAGES

Comparison of Fees for Illinois Universities
Fees are representative of those for a full-time,
full-year undergraduate student.
Fees for Fiscal
Year 2003
Universities
Chicago State University
$994
Governors State University
$303
$1217
Illinois State University
Northeastern Illinois University
$492
Northem Illinois University
$1230
Eastem Illinois University
$1261
Westem Illinois University
$1033
Southem Illinois University-Carbondale
$937
Southem Illinois University-Edwardsville
$739
University of Illinois-Chicago
$1298
$442
University of Illinois-Springfield
University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign
$1092

SENATE EVENTS COLUMN

Senate VP Says Keep Tuned for Events
By Maher Huueini,
Student Senate vice president
GSU Student Senate would like to
welcome the new and the continuing
students in this warm and beautiful
Spring/Summer trimester, and we hope
that each student enjoys his/her classes.
We would like to remind all the students that we have a great variety of
clubs and organizations that can meet
your expectations, so get involved in
one of these clubs and organizations.
You won't know what you are missing
until you join one.
We also asking for more involvement
in our activities, our main purpose of
organizing progr&IQ$ ia to make GSU
students more comfortable and more
experienced with our school. We recently organized a Blood Drive and we have
saved 18 lives in the surrounding com-

-----

---

------~~----

~----

munity, sponsored the Soldier
Recognition Program, organized the
Splash Party, helped in sponsoring the
tuition increase referendum, and helped
with the GSU Student Life recognition
program.
But what's really important is what is
coming up! We are planning to hold
variety of programs and activities soon,
so keep tuned for more details.
You can stop by our office in the second floor in the Student Life area of Awing, call us at 705. The best way to
check on us and to communicate- with us
is by going to the Web board and check
what we are doing. On the Web board,
you also can leave your input and comments.
Our main focus is to promote GSU
student's experiences and inake your
study more enjoyable as much as we
can, so tell us how we are doing.

---------

~~----------"-----

- '
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GSU Recognizes Staff and Faculty for 30 Years of Service
Twelve Honorees at GSU Almost from School's Conception
By Victoria Hosey
!/

On May 22, 2003, the GSU
Department of Human Resources
hosted the annual Employee Service
Recognition Awards Program. It is
traditional for the university to recognize employees beginning at the
fifth year of service and acknowledge the~ every fifth year of
employment, up to 30 years.
"This year there will be 75
awardees in all, including 12
employees who have served the university by December 31, 2003, for
30 years," said Lillian Jung, Human
Resources personnel officer.
The faculty and staff were invited
to participate by sending well-wishes
and accolades to the Human
Resource Department. Each message was placed in a special binder

and presented to the honoree at the
things were very different than they
ceremony as a keepsake.
are now," said 30-year honorary
Gusta Allen of the Registrar's
So where were you 30 years ago?
Maybe you were marching or
Office. "Ana Kong, Beatrice Grant
protesting for civil
and I started the same
"I remember
year." Allen also
rights. Perhaps
you were traveling
earned her bachelor
when GSU started,
across this county
and master degrees
things were
in a Winnebago.
from GSU, while she
Maybe you weren't
worked.
very different th~n
even born. GSU
As things continue
they are now."
to evolve, GSU will
was started in
1969, which means
be different 30 years
the 30-year service
from today. The
-Gusta Allen,
honorees were here
building will probably
Registrar's Office
just about from the
look different, considbeginning of the
ering the construction
university.
of the new wing and the faculty will
For the 12 awardees, the number
change as people retire and new
30 has real significance. It marks a
staff comes in.
monumental period of time.
The one constant is that GSU is
"I remember when GSU started,
an institution geared toward supply-

ing higher education to adults, most
of whom happen to be about 30
years old.
Those being honored are Rachel
Berg, Psychology &
Counseling/COE; Peter Gunther,
professor Science/CAS; Dale Max,
ACFE/CBPA; Gusta Allen, Office of
the Registrar; Ila Gallagher,
Physical Plant Operations; Ana
Kong, Liberal Art, CAS; Beatrice
Grant, Admissions & Student
Recruitment.
Also being honored are retirees
T. David Ainsworth,
Communications Services; Tim Arr,
Administration & Planning; William
Boline, HAHS/CHP; Sandra
Whitaker, Psychology &
Counseling/COE; Addison
Woodard, Psychology &
Counseling/CO E.

l:a Rock Vegas!
By AlnyOtt, rockabilly gal
Whe~ people

Left: The sign that greeted
rockabilly fans upon their arrival.

think of Las

Vegas they think of bright lights,
gambling and show girls. When
rockahilly people think of Las
Vegas they think of the great
bands, great styles, loads of shopping, and huge car show at the
Viva Las Vegas Weekender.
Evexy :year during Easter weekend, the tockabilly people of the
world invade the Gold Coast Hotel
for a wild weekend of music, fun,
and lots of hot rods. This year the
sixth ~ual Viva Las Vegas was
held April 17 through April 20.
Over thirty bands performed
this year, •including many wellknow.t • ~ acts. The Go
Getters,. ~ $weden, were the
he~- P~ ~t. Ruth~
famous f<tr ~ ia the movie Hair~~
sang with her hand. The Paladins, from
San Diego, who have been ~ toseth.-

~~

er for over 20 years, were the headlinen
Saturday night. Bands pJayed from nOOD.
'til night all weekend in both the ba.llroetn

from L.A. For those with extra money to

and the .aJmwroom.

. ...., ~ver 50 vendor& sold •items ranging

t'here was a wedding performed by an

E1via impel'30Jlator who married a couple

vmtage

Music wa&ll't the only reason to (I.#Je~i; from
The
~y ._,,..... ,~-Jr•
' """'""'•and

acces.
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Student Life Recognition Lends Awards, Surprises, Hors D'oeurvers
By Carole Schrock
Several students were honored Friday, May 16 in
the Hall of Governors as the Office of Student Life
presented their 2003-2004 Recognition Reception.
Student Senate President Linda WJ.liams opened the
event by explaining it was a "celebration of the contributions, accomplishments and achievements of
Governors State University students, clubs, organizations, and their advisers." Those gathered sat around
decorated tables as WJ.liams told them what "student
life" is all about.
"The Student Life Unit exists," she said, "to serve
students with services and opportunities for enrichment, entertainment, recreation and involvement."
Following WJ.liams, Dr. Eric Martin filled in for
Provost Paul Keys in expounding on the importance
of Student Life on campus. Then the awards began.
Wellness Club won the award for Outstanding
Club for 2002-2003.
Accepting on behalf
of the club was
adviser Vanessa
Newby. The
Wellness Club is
new this year. Its
purpose is to offer
information and
activities to promote
health and wellness
on campus, including not only physical, but also psychological and spiritual
well-being. They
have organized a
holiday food drive,
peer tutoring, a
weekly walking
group and stress

vice of three individuals who have held
leadership positions in the past year.
First, Verna Jackson, former Student
Senate president came forward to be
appreciated for the effort she put forth during her tenure as president.
Next, Elizabeth Vasquez was honored.
Vasquez was the student representative on
the GSU Board of Trustees for the past
year. During her service, she put forth a
proposal for a second commencement ceremony in December, which is currently still
under consideration by the board.
Toure' Peck's name was then
announced. Though Peck was not present,
Sibbet told the crowd that Peck was GSU's
Illinois Board of Higher Education representative for the past year. His timely completion of paperwork, Sibbet added, was

Photos courtesy of Student Life

George Ceska (right) and Dr. Eric Martin display Ceska's
Outstanding Student award.

management presen- From left to right: Dr. Eric Martin, Dr. Lorraine Sibbet, Vanessa Newby
tations, among others.
noted.
Newby then took her seat, but had to rise again
when Student Life Facilities Supervisor Dean
Those students, faculty and staff who do Student Senator Pamela Thompson (right) accepts her award for
much work behind the scenes and who
Outstanding Senator from Dr. Lorraine Sibbet
Jennings announced her as Outstanding Club
Advisor 2002-2003. In addition to helping with
often volunteer for duties were then given
students were chosen this year for this honor. George
Service Awards for ther efforts. These were Nilesh
paperwork to start the Wellness Club, she worked
Ceska is a Student Life employee who is also very
Aurangabadkar, vice president of the International
closely with club members and community to faciliactive in the Student Sen~te, most notably in the Fees
tate involvement and growth.
Students Organization; Dortha Brown, president of
and Finance Committee. He is also a lifeguard at the
Pam Thompson was voted by her fellow student
the Human Resource Management Club; Elizabeth
university pool and is an ambassador for the school.
senators as Outstanding Senator for the academic
Green, president of the Black Students Union; Gail
His reputation is that of "the person" who knows how
year. She scored the highest in the areas of leaderKallend, president of the GSU chapter of the Illinois
the Student Life area operates.
ship ability, attendance at meetings and activities,
Counseling Association; Thomas Lux, chairperson of
"I was shocked," Ceska said about winning. "I
the Public Relations Committee on the Student
interaction with other senators and those in the GSU
had no idea I was going to win this."
community, and positive image. A nominator wrote
Senate; Paul Peterson, president of the Public
The second award for Outstanding Student went
about Thompson, "Pam is a motivator, good in leadAdministration Club; Karen Reynolds; founder and
to Carole Schrock. Schrock is creator and editor-inpresident of the Wellness Club; Thompson, student
ership."
chief of the Phoenix student newspaper. She also is a
"I nearly fell out of my chair [when I won],"
senator; WJ.liams, Student Senate president; and
graduate assistant in the Media Lab, helping students
Thompson said.
Loretta Jones, a very active member of staff.
with various video and digital editing projects.
Dr. Lorraine Sibbet, executive director of Student
The fmal award of the evening was for
There was a small reception following the awards
Life, then came to the ~odium to recognize the serOutstanding Student. Sibbet announced that two
ceremony, with hot hors d' oeuvres.

"

J
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Commencement,
From page 1

....

While McMillan attended the program full-time, she raised a family, and
volunteered her services as a counselor
in Aunt Martha's programs.
McMillan plans to go for her master's
in psychology at GSU, and eventually
a Ph.D.
The second speaker for the 9:30
a.m. ceremony will be McDonald, who
has worked for the state of Illinois for
over thirty years. Recently, he was
praised for his work as director for the
Illinois Department of Children and
Family Services (IDCFS), which
gained national accreditation under his
leadership in 1998.
McDonald has won several awards
including Individual Adoption
Excellence, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, and
Citizen of the Year.
Turek will be the student speaker
at the 2:30 p.m. commencement ceremony. Turek is receiving her Master of
Education degree, with an emphasis in
curriculum. Turek is a first grade
teacher at George W. Lieb School. She
was convinced that continuing education should be convenient, and contacted GSU about it. They agreed and
provided the instruction, while
District 122, where Turek teaches,
provided the space.
As a result of the agreement, on
June 1, not only will Turek receive her
master's, but 15 other teachers at the
.school graduate from the program as
well. The program allowed the teachers to receive their master's without
having to drive to the university.
Leadership is something Turek is
well experienced in. She is a faculty
leader for curriculum in District 122,
an officer of the Illinois Federation of
Teachers Union, and a member of the
Local Professional Development
Committee for Recertification.
In addition, she has met the
requirements to be a mentor in her
district through coursework developed
in partne~hip between the Illinois
Federation of Teachers and GSU. She
currently mentors pre-service teachers.
Teaching is a family tradition for
Turek. Her husband Henry is also a
teacher in District 122. Her daughter
Sarah teaches first grade in Frankfort
and her other daughter Laura is graduating from Eastern Illinois University
with a degree in Education in Middle
School Science and English. Her son
•'·~

-·

Henry is a sophomore at the
University of Illinois and plans to
teach high school history and be a
coach after graduation.
Author Gray, best known for his
"Men are From Mars, Women are
From Venus" books will be the guest
speaker for the ceremony at 2:30 p.m. ,
Gray has made a living of discussing
the aspects of human relationships.
Gray has appeared on countless
shows, including Oprah, Good Morning
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America and The Today Show. He has

,; «EFREs~s
PR
-.

.,,._, _ :·t,-:i:k_y ~~Sh'ltt%A::.

-=--~-_:·::Sr:;~~:: ~~- -mv#~~Mt0~' _·._-==~--.-

AR'fJI$llC EXPRESSION IS ST
Governors

State

UniverSity

Distinguished Advisory Board of the
International Association of Marriage
and Family Counselors, and a member
of the American Counseling
Association.
For speaking at the commencements, both Gray and McDonald
receive honorary degrees from GSU.
The student speakers, McMillan and
Turek were chosen for their academics
and commitments to making a difference in the community.

written 11 books, and writes a weekly
syndicated column, read by 30 million
readers. His books have sold over 15
million copies, and been translated
into 40 languages.
In addition to his books and guest
appearances, Gray also does individual
counseling, and lectures around the
country. He is a certified family therapist, consulting editor of the Family
Journal, a member of the
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CLUB NEWS: STtDENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Students Attend Conference with Attorney General Lisa Madigan
On April 4 and 5, fifteen
students from the College of
Education went to
Springfield, Ill. to attend the

lllinois Education
Association Student's
Conference, "Teaching in the
Fast Lane." The keynote
('lpeaker ofthe conference
was Illinois Attorney
General Lisa Madigan. Her
message was inspiring and
centered around her teaching
experience in South Afric<t•
On Saturday, students
attended a variety of workshops dealing with Internet
Use, Teaching without
Textbooks, First Year
Teacher Reflections,

21

Technology Tips, Teaching
Portfolios, and much more.
Students enjoyed the work·
shops and the opportunity to
socialize with students from
other Illinois Lniversities.
Other news from SEA;
Last month each of the
students in the lnttodu¢tory
sequence and Lab I and Lab
I I students read and distributed books to all our partnership schools. We were
able to g~ye out over $.&00 .in
books. 'l'he student
Education Association of the
College of Education holds
two bake sales fun raisers to
buy book$.Jor schools ¢yery
year.

Left to right;
Joan Bleck,
adviser,
and students
Jamie
Bennett,
Jennifer
Newton,
and Gina
Entwistle.

Left to r ightt Tessa Johnson, incoming sooretary,
and William Metzar.

Tell Us About Your Club
Let the Phoenix know what your club is up to
and gain more members.
There are many students on campus wondering
where the Bible Club meets. Others want to fmd
out more about clubs organized by Business and
Public Administration students. Several nurses are
looking to connect. Get the word out that your
club exists. People are waiting to hear about you.
If you don't think there is a club that interests
you or you want to start a new club, contact
Student Life at 708-534-4555 for more information.
You could be next in line to organize a club that
everyone's waiting for.

THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE
The Phoenix is now offering free classified advertising space
to the university community.
A faculty member, staff member or student can place a classified up
tQ ~5 characters (including spaces) for no charge.
Advertise your small business, sell a car or your old textbooks.
For more information, or to place an advertisement, call ext. 4517,
email phoenix@govst.edu or place your ad in Carole Schrock's
mailbox in the Student Life, second floor of A-Wing.
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FOCUS ON INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

NATO and EU Induction Signs of Major Change in Lithuania
By Laura Vetrinaite, undergraduate,
Criminal Justice Studies

As an exchange student in
Denmark, and currently an international student here in Chicago, I've

I
I

--1 -

I

come to understand how important
my homeland is to me. Lithuania is a
small country about the size of
Illinois. The population is comparable to the city of Chicago.
Lithuania is very old in history,
very conservative in beliefs and in
values, and is very unique in language. Lithuanian language is one of
the oldest Indo-European languages.
There is no one national religion
established in the country's constitution, but Catholicism strongly prevails. An important historical fact
that the nation is proud of is that
Lithuania was the last European
country to embrace Christianity. The
belief in paganism had strong roots

that survives until today from the
folk songs, legends, tales and art. It
just proves that Lithuania has preserved deep cultural values, which
survived all the invasions, all the
enemies from the crucial medieval
times.
I am honored of my nation. I am
proud to speak the language, to live
through traditions my grandparents
maintained with pride.
Even more, two major events just
changed the historical stream of
Lithuania. These two eventsentrance into North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and the
European Union (EU)- were the
country's main goals since winning

its independence in 1991 from the
Soviet Union. This spring brought
some of the brightest moments into
the small nation.
First, U.S. President George W.
Bush welcomed us into NATO and
pleased us with his presence on the
important day. Bush was the first
American president to visit
Lithuania. In mid-May, Lithuania
was accredited into the EU.
Until very recently, Lithuania was
a third world country. The fact is,
the country is changing. We are
having great constructions and big
reforms in economical, political, and
social spheres. We are improving our
way towards democracy.
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irit Benefit frolll Colors, Mascotf
I graduated from GSU in 1996 with a B.A. & 1999 with a M.A.
Some of the
class tried to come up with mascots for the
vtloo ••clllocfs.•.• ~'ltb a steam train as
a symbol '\1\fhich

The opinions ·and viewpoints
expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of Phoenix
staff or the Governors State
University community.
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In True University Fashion, Let's be Intelligent About
By Carole &-.brock

After months of negotiation,
Governors State University professors
and its administration have finally
reached an agreement for a faculty contract that suits both parties. The struggle between unions and bureaucracies is
an age-old tale and certainly the disagreements that have led to strikes are

not easy to resolve. It would be challenging to argue on either side, and
strenuous to be the mediator of such a
debate.
In the case of GSU, the professors'
union, UPI local4100, and the administration disagreed (and probably still do)
on several points, not least of which
. were salaries, heavy course schedules,
and research requirements. It would
have been regrettable had the two parties not reached a median and teachers
went on strike.
Before the settlement was made,
there was a memo to GSU students
from Provost Paul Keys that was taped
to every entrance door of the university.
According to the memo, Keys believed,
"Should there be a strike, Governors
State will continue operations - and
though there will be some disruptions,
students will not be adversely affected."
Certainly Keys
knows this statement is
.
'
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shortsighted, or just out and out false.
It is ridiculous to try and pretend
that a teacher walkout would not negatively affect the students of GSU.
Professors are the lifeblood of this university. With all the bureaucratic problems, backbiting and politics going on in
this organization, like every other large
institution, the teachers are sometimes
the only people to redeem the university.
Not only are most of the teachers here
learned and caring instructors, there
aren't that many of them to begin with.
We have a small professor pool; good
thing it wasn't drained.
- -In addition, professors are also academic advisers, thesis council members,
career counselors, sometimes friends. If
professors chose to strike, even if
replaced by competent adjuncts, the students here would lose teachers with
whom they have established a rapport.
They would lose teachers who know

them and their concerns as students ..
They would lose teachers who offer
counsel and assistance far exceeding
simple instruction, assistance that is in
some cases, essential for graduation.
It is impossible for someone outside
this conflict to truly understand the concerns of both sides. Thankfully, the crisis has been averted and all can walk
away pushing that horrible prospect of,
"What if?" to the back of their minds.
However, it is naive to put forth the
opinion that this situation wasn't a
potentially disastrous one. If GSU loses
its professors, even for a short while, it
loses the major part of what makes the
university succeed.
Hopefully the administration truly
feels the weight of what almost happened and would not be so blase as to
imagine the university machine could
continue with "business as usual," while
deprived of the cog for the-~hole work&.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Ah, Sweet Spring. . .
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Though it has been a cold Spring this year,
the campus has really blossomed. Students,
staff and faculty enjoy the colors that Spring
provides. And really, what would Spring be
on the Governors State University campus
without, the geese?

·.
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Okay, Okay
We Admit It

Pboenix Web Survey

It is high time that the
Phoenix: catches up ·
rest of the world
on the web If yo~
ested in
··
design skills, you may be ..·
the person the Phoenix. is
looking for to work with.
Or, just offer some comments about the way the
Phoenix should look online.
Please complete the following form and e-mail it to
phoenix@govst.edu, or drop
off the form at the Phoenix:
office.
.
'
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I would read a web version of the Pboenix more often than a paper version.

YES

NO

I am skilled at making Web pages and want to help with this project.

YES

NO

I think a web version would be easier to read.

YES

NO

Here are the top three things I'd like to see in a web version of the Pboenix.
1

2

ditional Comments

...
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